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Today’s Goals

General display tips1.

Creating diverse & inclusive displays2.

Ideas, ideas, ideas!3.

DISPLAYS
THE WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHY, HOW



Merchandise your product 
Improve customer service
Anticipate people’s needs

WHY HAVE
DISPLAYS



QUOTE“PEOPLE MAY SEE SOMETHING ON DISPLAY THAT’S
TIMELY, OR SOMETHING THAT THEY DIDN’T KNOW
THEY WANTED OR NEEDED. IT’S A WAY TO SHOW THAT
WE’RE LISTENING AND WATCHING AND AWARE. AND
THERE’S THE ELEMENT OF SURPRISE — WE’RE
PROVIDING SOMETHING DELIGHTFUL WHEN THEY
COME INTO OUR SPACE.” 
Stacie Ledden, “Merchandising Your Collection”, Library Journal

https://www.libraryjournal.com/story/Merchandising-Your-Collection


Merchandise your product 
Improve customer service
Anticipate people’s needs
Engage with your community
Spice up your space -                                               
It’s a Beautiful Day in the Library!

WHY HAVE
DISPLAYS



LOCATIONS

Display cases
Bulletin boards
"Power Aisle"
Walls (add your own shelving)
End caps
Tops of shelves
Within the shelves
Tables
Book carts/mobile shelves
Desks
Programming space
Virtual



SHELVING,
END CAPS,
AND

BULLETIN
BOARDS



“POWER AISLE”



“POWER AISLE”



SHELVING
BEHIND
DESK



WHEN IN
DOUBT
SPACES



WHEN IN
DOUBT
SPACES



USE WHAT
YOU HAVE



USE WHAT
YOU HAVE



VIRTUAL
“DISPLAYS”

Created using Wakelet

https://wakelet.com/


GENERAL
TIPS

Staffing
Keeping a record
Maintaining
Creating

To catalog or not to catalog
Signage
Eye-catching layout and
materials

Display Policy



KEEPING A
RECORD



GENERAL
TIPS

Staffing
Ideas & keeping a record
Maintaining
Creating

To catalog or not to catalog
Signage
Eye-catching layout and
materials

Display Policy



TYPES OF
DISPLAYS

Highlight collections and enhance
Readers' Advisory



CIRCUMVENTING
COLLECTION
ORGANIZATION



POPULAR
REQUESTS



POP CULTURE 
AND 

TRENDING



POP CULTURE 
AND 

TRENDING



POP CULTURE 
AND 

TRENDING



POP CULTURE 
AND 

TRENDING



READALIKES.
GENRE.
FORMAT.
AGE.

Specific Ideas
Recent Historical Fiction
(1970's to 1990's)
Mood Reader
Adults Read YA Too
Companion Books for Kids
& Adults



HIDDEN
GEMS
AND UNDERUSED COLLECTIONS



AWARD
WINNERS



BOOK
BUNDLES



STAFF
RECOMMEND



PATRONS
RECOMMEND



LIBRARY 
OF 

THINGS



Highlight collections and enhance
Readers' Advisory
Promote library services and programs

TYPES OF
DISPLAYS



SERVICES 
AND 

PROGRAMS



SERVICES 
AND 

PROGRAMS



SERVICES 
AND 

PROGRAMS



Highlight collections and enhance  
Readers' Advisory
Promote library services and programs
Cultural celebrations and seasonal
themes

TYPES OF
DISPLAYS



QUOTE“DIVERSITY IS BEING INVITED TO
THE PARTY. INCLUSION IS BEING
ASKED TO DANCE.”  
–Verna Myers, ILA 2017
(author, inclusion strategist)



CULTURAL
CELEBRATIONS



CULTURAL
CELEBRATIONS



CULTURAL
CELEBRATIONS



SEASONAL
THEMES



SEASONAL
THEMES



SEASONAL
THEMES



Highlight collections and enhance  
Readers' Advisory
Promote library services and programs
Cultural celebrations and seasonal
themes
Exhibits of collections and creativity

TYPES OF
DISPLAYS



STAFF
AND

PATRON
COLLECTIONS



GET TO
KNOW THE
STAFF



CREATIVE
PROJECTS



CREATIVE
PROJECTS



CREATIVE
PROJECTS



CREATIVE
PROJECTS



Highlight collections and enhance  
Readers' Advisory
Promote library services and programs
Cultural celebrations and seasonal
themes
Exhibits of collections and creativity
Community and partnerships

TYPES OF
DISPLAYS



COMMUNITY
AND

PARTNERSHIPS



Highlight collections and enhance  
Readers' Advisory
Promote library services and programs
Cultural celebrations and seasonal
themes
Exhibits of collections and creativity
Community and partnerships
Solicit feedback

TYPES OF
DISPLAYS



SOLICIT
FEEDBACK



Highlight collections and enhance  
Readers' Advisory
Promote library services and programs
Cultural celebrations and seasonal
themes
Exhibits of collections and creativity
Community and partnerships
Solicit feedback
Interactive/participation

TYPES OF
DISPLAYS



INTERACTIVE



INTERACTIVE



INTERACTIVE



INTERACTIVE



INTERACTIVE



INTERACTIVE



INTERACTIVE



Highlight collections and enhance  
Readers' Advisory
Promote library services and programs
Cultural celebrations and seasonal
themes
Exhibits of collections and creativity
Community and partnerships
Solicit feedback
Interactive/participation
Summer theme

TYPES OF
DISPLAYS



SUMMER
PROGRAM
PROMOTION



Adventure/survival books

Could You Survive?

Choose Your Own Adventure® 

Adventures in [theme] 
(the kitchen, crafting,
the Jurassic period)

Outdoor activities

Imagination

Mystery, puzzle, hunt books

In the Dark

Extreme sports

Pirates

Space

Real-life adventures &
adventurers

Wild West

Summer Olympics

Guide books

Mountain climbers
(reading steps)

ADVENTURE
BEGINS @
YOUR
LIBRARY



INTERACTIVE
ADVENTURE

Who Would Win?: Display "Who Would Win?" books and add
a voting component

Hidden Adventure: Think blind date with a book, but adventure
themed

Where Would You Travel?: Include map/landmarks and
encourage patrons to mark where they would go or have been

Animal Tracks Identification: Include books about animal
tracks/identification and have silhouettes of various animal
tracks for patrons to guess

I Spy/Look & Find

Community Photo Identification: Identify key landmarks from
your community 

Try Something New: Include hobby books and pair with an
opportunity for patrons to write down what they'd like to
try/explore

Bucket List

You Choose the Adventure: Display a new section of the story
each week and give two options for the character to choose
from, let people vote.



RESOURCES

Blogs & Facebook Groups
Special Event Calendars
Pinterest 
TikTok/BookTok
Upcoming movies & books 
Materials 

Better than Paper
Command strips/hooks
Demco – easels and acrylic holders 
Painters tape 

Example Display Policies: ALA, Clearwater,
Highland City, Clinton-Macomb, Commerce

Click for Resource Handout

https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill/interpretations/programsdisplays
https://www.myclearwaterlibrary.com/About/Policies-and-Frequently-Asked-Questions/Library-Display-Policy
https://www.highlandcity.org/1050/Library-Display-Policy/
https://cms3.revize.com/revize/clintonlibrary/Documents/About/Policies/%20%20%20Information%20Services/INF-7-Display-Policy.pdf
https://commercetwp.com/media/ikzbuzrc/display-policies.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Pcr39vnNnq-ek9pirrSnYoBDZ1YLnOgb?usp=sharing


Look through your past displays
Interactive display ideas can be adapted and reused
Survey staff for collections & interest
Spend time in retail spaces and other libraries (in
person or on social media) 
Brainstorm ideas with coworkers
It’s possible to get too clever!
Be flexible

TRICKS
OF THE

TRADE
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