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Elizabeth Norton, Teen Librarian

Commerce Township Community Library

Janice Heilman, Youth Services Librarian

Howell Carnegie District Library

for kids, teens, staff, & 

beyond!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lzp2A-E18N8
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Game Timer

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_IguXWr7vU8
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Sign up for a free account to access games:  

https://platform.breakoutedu.com/signup

http://breakoutedu.com/games
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● Using BreakoutEDU games vs. starting from scratch

● Who you can use Breakouts/BreakoutEDU with 

● How we’ve already used BreakoutEDU

● How we implemented the game

● Kit Cost: $150 plus shipping (can submit tax-exempt info prior to ordering) 

● You can also make your own kit which can usually cost less.

● Extra Supplies and Hidden Expenses

● Extra invisible ink pens, new/extra blacklights, new batteries for 

blacklights, extra copies of key lock key, 3-digit lockbox

● Themed Decorations (optional expense)

● Prizes inside box (optional expense) 

○ “I Broke Out” signs, A bag of lifesavers, packages of M&Ms, 

smarties candies, general candy, zombie buttons, fake jewels 

(wedding aisle at Michael’s)

● Additional tech: iPads or laptops, Locks app, themed playlists

https://www.breakoutedu.com/pricing/

● Locks sometimes get stuck or accidentally re-set

● The Nearly-Lost Arts of Teamwork & Perseverance

● Modifications could be problematic or expensive

● Check supplies needed ahead of time

● Check tech & Internet requirements
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● For groups new to a breakout consider doing a teambuilding exercise to start, having 

name tags if they might not know each other, show an example clue so players get a 

better understanding of the game, etc.

● Additional purchases to the kit have been helpful: Locks app by BreakoutEDU for 

$1.99, Additional UV flashlights/pens, Batteries for the UV flashlights, Bolt cutters (just 

in case!!!)

● Allow plenty of time for prep, explanations, and re-setting in between sessions.

● Include in event description that this will be group/teamwork

(Learn from our mistakes!)

● Pay close attention to the game’s recommended group size 

(unless using the “Ticket System”)

● Consider attendees abilities (color-blindness)

● Consider the tech capabilities of your location (Wi-Fi, etc.)

● Consider your font for clues (l and 1 look similar in some fonts)

● Do a practice run-through with staff prior to event

● Having a Breakout Buddy has been extremely helpful--or at least consider extra staff

(Learn from our mistakes!)

So much potential!
● Multi-generational program

● Breakouts based on books

● Create your own game

● Get a “Breakout Buddy” at work

● General Discussion group on BreakoutEDU

https://www.facebook.com/groups/breakoutedu/

● School Library Discussion group on BreakoutEDU

https://www.facebook.com/groups/breakoutedulibrary/

● Contact us

https://www.facebook.com/groups/breakoutedu/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/breakoutedulibrary/
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Helpful BreakoutEDU links

Create a free account to access the Games

platform.breakoutedu.com/

Helpful BreakoutEDU links

Learn about the locks at

BreakoutEDU.com/locks

Elizabeth Norton

Teen Librarian

Commerce Township Community Library

180 E. Commerce Rd.

Commerce Twp, MI 48382

248-669-8108 x109

enorton@commercelibrary.info

Janice Heilman

Youth Services Librarian

Howell Carnegie District Library

314 W. Grand River Ave.   Howell, MI 48843

Janice: 517-546-0720 x107

Janice: heilman@howelllibrary.org

Brandi:517-546-0720 x131

Brandi: tambasco@howelllibrary.org

http://breakoutedu.com/welcome
http://store.breakoutedu.com
http://breakoutedu.com/games
http://breakoutedu.com/lock-tutorials-tips
http://breakoutedu.com/create
https://www.breakoutedu.com/locks/
mailto:enortone@commercelibrary.info
mailto:heilman@howelllibrary.org
mailto:tambasco@howelllibrary.org

