
Book Awards:  Behind the Scenes
With Examples!

Mitten, YouPer, Thumbs Up



Serving on the 
Thumbs Up

Award
Committee



Or as I prefer to call it:
Adventures in angst



Is there an echo in here...
the same for all three awards:
Chairperson creates spreadsheet of books to read
● Fiction, nonfiction, poetry, or graphic novel
● published during the calendar year
● 2 or more star reviews from Booklist, Kirkus, Horn, and SLJ
● Librarian and publisher nominations

Reading 
● Once you read a title you insert your initials and comments on the spreadsheet
● No, you do not have to read every title (if you get half way and it sucks, stop or if 5 other people have hated it                                                               

don’t Waste your time)
Narrowing it Down to Ten
● Everyone submits top ten
● Your number one pick gets ten points, second pick gets nine points, etc. 



So what’s unique about the Thumbs Up...
Criteria:
● Teen Books (13-18 years of age)
● Appealing to wide audience

-boys and girls
● Suggested guidelines for the young adult library                                               

Association’s Michael l. Printz award
-Not focused on popularity or message
-Literary excellence
-quality story, voice, characters, setting, theme, etc.



So what’s unique about the Thumbs Up...

Voting:
● Teens actually choose the winner

-Committee Turns in  Top Ten by
  End of February
-from march to may teens 

   can vote online



So, on to some hits and misses...

Remember, Reading is a subjective sport 
We all have books that we love
And other people Hate and vice versa

Hearing other readers’ opinions is
one of the Best parts about serving 
on an Award committee!



Thumbs up (at least in my opinion) 

The ones you already know:
● Powerful
● Unique
● Timely
● Thought-provoking
● Appealing to boys, girls, teens, adults
● If you have not read yet pick up now!



Thumbs up (at least in my opinion)
For fans of ready player one:
● Awesome heroine

-girls are gamers too!
● exciting
● Tons of teen appeal



Thumbs up (at least in my opinion) 

Breakfast club meets agatha christie:
● Unique and diverse cast of characters
● Intriguing mystery
● Tons of teen appeal



Okay, one last hit (i can’t help myself)

Sci-fi black comedy
● Super quirky 
● Quick read with a surprising amount

Of depth
● Some readers thought that this was

“Too weird” but i loved it!



And now for some misses...

Beautiful writing but no
Intersection between

 the two storylines

Not a 
Stand-alone

story

Not bad but not great
Zero boy appeal

Not enough sci-fi

Well-researched and interesting 
but will be difficult to get

 teens to read for fun
Recommend to teachers!!!!



Mixed reviews...
Please don’t throw things at me!
GREEN NAILED THE DEPICTION OF OCD
OTHER THAN THAT, PRETENTIOUS AND 

UNREALISTIC

I adore susin Nielsen’s writing
Master at melding humor and sorrow

Authentic and heartfelt
Other readers thought that it was

 just okay:(

Ugh! So boring!
 Too much teen romance

 and drama for me
Main character was just 

irritating



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2018ThumbsUpTeenVote

Teens can vote March 1st-May 31st
On MLa Website

Printable Pdf that you can display 
in your libraries!

Or feel free to copy my bookmarks                                        
i will gladly share them with you 

email me at jslisher@portlandmilibrary.com

Teen Voting has begun!!!!!!

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vqk0gv8FIyIT1JOJ6xTyHyL8XUU2A16AAcULJCtPboQOE-g_QMgJKnMZh15fnTcv78AJcLWKea3hsgbpsVHRZnOeHZjDEckkRRTu5K5Y3Fw2xod7z6KPEKAG5gkrSyefypiEoaDYaawcLIbHPTwI0MJT6vxF3dhk2aDHeZmHtlGfj_x_hR7yEyNWWUu7gTDW06K37WZwAv8fOfBojAyhkQ==&c=IWZpq172PRz5H3BjbAGhHpsfbaPUXxAT9R4MKIAygjIflYvu-YzI8A==&ch=Mh7tUJvo06PpsuX2pDpxArl3ByqqwHPgVPEQ3NFeuuczG_Ugj8y7Tw==


Serving on the YouPer
 (or Young Person) 

award Committee
Which is given to recognize and promote quality literature in chapter book 

format

- NO



Criteria:
Children’s fiction or nonfiction with or without illustrations

● Published during calendar year
● Published originally in United States
● ALSC Notable Book guidelines:

○ Especially commendable quality
○ Venturesome creativity
○ Reflect children’s interest
○ Encourage children’s interest
○ Unique and or innovative



How it begins. . . 
Chairperson pulls together initial list of books to read from books that have received 2 or 
more stars from these journals: SLJ, Horn Book, Book List, Kirkus*

Michigan Librarians can also nominate any chapter book that meets the guidelines that they 
believe is a potential winner

Publishers can submit nominations
*https://goo.gl/FRsZYy

https://goo.gl/FRsZYy


The Reading . . .

Chairperson has created a spreadsheet list of titles.  Once a member has read a title they initial 
that they have done so and share comments about the title

***Misconception - That you have to read EVERY BOOK

 - you don’t have to read every book - at some point there will be several people who 
have read a book and HATED it (a miss!) and you can pretty much tell it won’t make the 
top ten.  Not everyone has to read those books.

Because, the way the winner is chosen pretty much narrows down the field of potential 
winners

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fG2Ef9bjW0pLczxUAzSfQjOe0wkLUFSFopMCAXsrKvg/edit#gid=866087429


The Voting . . . 
Every member of the work group turns in a top ten list 
-January

Everyone’s number one book is given 10 points, 
everyone’s second choice is given 9 points, etc. etc.

*So, interestingly, it may end up that if enough people put 
a book in the middle of their list, it could be number one, 
beating one that fewer people read, but gave a 10.

And so, we all make sure we’ve read the top 10 before we 
vote again for the final time



Hits and Misses
 I’m not judging the quality of the books in this presentation, but I’m 

just pointing out how some fit the criteria better than others.



Some Hits . . . . and some misses . . . 
Forever or a Long, Long Time by Caela Carter

LOVED this book - does it fit the criteria? C. 2017 US, Youth Chapter Book,
● Especially commendable quality yes
● Ventursome creativity yes
● Reflect children’s interest mmmmm
● Encourage children’s interest it could
● Unique and or innovative absolutely

it might not have the widest appeal to kids, because of subject matter.  This book 
would be perfect to hand to a child who kind of grew up in the foster care system.  
It would mean something to them.  It might not have as wide of appeal with kids 
who grew up in a two-parent, economically stable environment



Posted by John David Anderson

● Especially commendable quality yes
● Venturesome creativity yes
● Reflect children’s interest yes
● Encourage children’s interest yes
● Unique and or innovative mmmmmm

Typical Middle Grade themes but in a fun and creative presentation!

This one was one of my favorites!



Tumble and Blue by Cassie Beasley
● Especially commendable quality no
● Venturesome creativity no
● Reflect children’s interest maybe?
● Encourage children’s interest not really
● Unique and or innovative maybe?

Tried and tried and tried to read.  Couldn’t get into it.  
Other people commented - both negative, so this is how we start to narrow 
the choices down

Some of our comments:

Major Meh. Plot was all over the place, and I hated the ending. The voices between characters were distinct, but I listened to the audio so that 
helps. Overall really not a fan. 

Started it and could not finish. I put it down and had zero desire to pick it up again. 



Hello Universe by Erin Kelly Entrada

● Especially commendable quality maybe
● Venturesome creativity no
● Reflect children’s interest yes
● Encourage children’s interest mmmmm
● Unique and or innovative typical themes

Very inclusive and diverse cast of characters, and what should have been a compelling story, but it 
wasn’t a superstar :( - and yet it wins the Newbery.  Different strokes . . . 

Some of our comments:      -Cute story very much about fate and friendship. It is written from a few different perspectives and touches on life with disability. I liked it, but I 

didn't love it.        - I agree, this was a well-told story with some important themes, but it wasn't outstanding. 



Refugee by Alan Gratz
● Especially commendable quality yes
● Venturesome creativity yes
● Reflect children’s interest maybe - page turner
● Encourage children’s interest yes
● Unique and or innovative yes

So relevant today and such gripping stories, all related, innovative and creative

But that doesn’t mean it will automatically win

And this one doesn’t even get an honor book in the YMA’s



In summation . . .

● Volunteer for these committees! Call for volunteers, MARch21-April 27
● Not as intimidating as they seem
● So much fun and help with reader’s advisory
● Great thing to put on your resume
● Technically, you only have to meet in person one time - but it’s fun 

to meet more than that!
● Get to know your colleagues



The 
Mitten 
Award
A Look
at an MLA Work Group
thru the Year



● Call for volunteers   3/21 - 4/27

● Application process

● Assignments confirmed by May

● The work begins...

● 1st meeting in June/July



2017-2018 Mitten Work Group

★ Amanda Vorce
★ Audra Eddy
★ Dawn Heerspink
★ Janice Heilman
★ Kathy Merucci
★ Kristy Zeluff
★ Marta-Kate Jackson
★ Patricia Ballard
★ Paulina Poplawska
★ Stephanie Lyon/Williams
★ Stewart Fritz

✭

✭
✭

✭

✭
✭

✭

✭ ✭

✭✭



● 2 starred reviews, at least
● Publisher nominations
● Nominations by librarians

● Published in current year
● 1st published in the USofA

● PICTURE BOOK FORMAT

100+

1st MEETING
In-person, phone, Google





● Why two eyes?

● Top Ten Titles (TTT) - practice!

● 48 TTTs    (11 voters)
150+

● Woo your cohorts...

2nd MEETING
1st Vote: practice run





● Contenders brought to the table

● Mitten criteria
● Ideal Mitten Winner...

271

● More publisher nominations!
● Trust among members

3rd MEETING coming up





● TTT brought to the table

● TTT vote prior to February

● 11 voters, short list33

● New discoveries

4th meeting





● Presentation of The Mitten Award
● And the Winner is...

● Confidentiality!
● Another year?

● High Fives - WHY?



Lookie here, but…         OOPS.

By Barbara DaCosta
& Ed Young

➢ Bloody horror!
➢ Sophisticated art -- 

too sophisticated?
➢ Kid appeal?
➢ Audience?

★ K, SLJ



Lookie here, but…         OOPS.

➢ Boring
➢ Predictable
➢ Harold, but no fun
➢ Beautiful colors

★ K, SLJ



Lookie here, but…         OOPS.

➢ Can wordless be 
literary?

➢ Aw, so sweet...
➢ Enough narrative?
➢ Flow with hiccups

★ H, K, PW, SLJ



Lookie here, but…         OOPS.

➢ Visually difficult
➢ Is this nonfiction?
➢ Successful?
➢ For whom?

★ B, H, K, PW, SLJ



Lookie here, and...        WOW!

➢ Art embellishes 
narrative

➢ Unique story
➢ Vast appeal
➢ Want to read more?

★ B, PW



Lookie here, and…        WOW!

➢ Right on
➢ Everyone can relate
➢ Dynamic interplay 

between text & 
illustrations

➢ Lasting effect

★ H, K, PW, SLJ



Lookie here, and…        WOW!

➢ “Bawd abbeel”
➢ Illustration style 

embellishes text
➢ Lighthearted misery
➢ New discoveries with 

each read

★ H, PW



Lookie here, and…        WOW!

➢ Exquisitely rendered 
illustrations

➢ Illustrations and text 
inform

➢ Unique topic
➢ Literary nonfiction
➢ Multilayered

★ PW, SLJ

By Dana Smith
& Bagram Ibatoulline




