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Purpose of Today’s Session
● Share MAISA’s Essential Instructional Practices

● Explore how the work of Librarians naturally aligns

● Highlight resources that can be used with families



What is MAISA?
The Michigan Association of 
Intermediate School Administrators 
(MAISA) comprises superintendents and 
administrators representing the 56 
Intermediate School Districts (ISDs) in 
the state of Michigan. MAISA brings 
ISDs together to serve as Michigan’s 
foremost resource for public education 
leadership, innovation, partnerships, 
advocacy, and support.

gomaisa.org

https://www.gomaisa.org/downloads/maisa/mi-isd_interactivemap_091922b.pdf
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Our Suite of Essential Instructional Practices 

How familiar are you with the 
Essential Instructional 
Practices? 

In the chat: 

● Very familiar (4)
● Somewhat familiar (3)
● I’ve heard of them (2)
● Brand new to me (1)



Our Suite of Essential Instructional Practices 

● Visit literacyessentials.org

● One literacy vision, Birth-12th 
grade 

● Informed by research, created 
in partnership with 
researchers and grounded in 
the Science of Reading

● Not an exhaustive list, but with 
the most research to support

http://literacyessentials.org


Today isn’t about turning librarians into 
teachers-it’s about naming the ways your work 
already supports Michigan’s literacy priorities 
and making that work more visible to families 
and educators. 



Today is About: 
● Recognizing existing alignment 

between library experiences and the 
Essential Instructional Practices 

● Shared literacy language between 
schools and libraries 

● Strengthening family experiences
● Summer School Resource Sharing 



Our Suite of Essential Instructional Practices 

Many of these practices depend 
on adult-child interaction, not 
classroom materials 

Big Ideas: 

● Oral language matters
● Print access matters
● Adults modeling reading and 

writing matters
● Instruction is intentional, not 

accidentalwww.literacyessentials.org

http://www.literacyessentials.org


Birth to Age 3

Purpose 
The purpose of this document is to increase Michigan's 
capacity to improve children's literacy by identifying a small 
set of research-supported literacy practices that should be a 
focus of professional development throughout the state. The 
focus of the document is on practices in individual 
interactions with children, rather than on center- or 
systems-level practices. The document focuses on infants 
and toddlers, as the first 3 years of life are when children 
learn the fastest and acquire the foundational skills that will 
support their development and learning for the rest of their 
lives. Improving language and literacy experiences in the 
infant and toddler years has the potential to improve "reading 
by third grade" outcomes. Early childhood programs can also 
help to address disparities in literacy achievement. 



Pre-K Essential
Purpose 
The purpose of this document is to increase Michigan’s capacity to provide 
effective and equitable early literacy practices for every child every day. The 
document identifies research-supported instructional practices in 
prekindergarten that should be a basis of professional learning, policy, and 
instruction throughout the state. Research indicates that each of these 
practices can have a positive impact on literacy development. The use of these 
practices in every classroom every day is expected to make a measurable 
positive difference in the state’s literacy achievement. The practices should be 
viewed, as in practice guides in medicine, as presenting a minimum “standard 
of care” for Michigan’s children. Other documents available at 
literacyessentials.org address other age groups, grade levels, and aspects of 
education systems, including coaching practices, school-level practices, and 
systems-level practices. Throughout this document, we use the term 
“teachers” to encompass educators in home-based, center-based, and 
school-based settings. We use the term “classroom” broadly to encompass 
any indoor and outdoor learning environments that are used to provide 
education to young children. We use the term “prekindergarten” to encompass 
the two to three years after toddlerhood and before beginning kindergarten. 



Library Connections

1. Intentional Read-Alouds & 
Discussion

2. Access to Print & Print-Rich 
Environments

3. Oral Language & Vocabulary 
4.  Community Connection



EIP Breakdown by Grade/Age 
● #2: Read aloud with reference to 

print

● #3: Interactive read-alouds with a 
comprehension and vocabulary 
focus

● #4: Play with sounds inside words 

● #5: Bullet 5- Alphabet books with 
appropriate keywords

● #7: Extended conversation 

● #8: Abundant reading material

● #10: Collaboration with families, 
caregivers and the community in 
promoting literacy. 

● #1: Bullet 5-Generate excitement 
about reading 

● #2: Read-alouds 

● #8: Abundant reading material

● #10: Collaboration with families, 
caregivers and the community in 
promoting literacy. 

● #1: Create Safe, Secure and 
Stimulating Environments

● #2: Bring Attention to Print 
Concepts in Books and the 
Environment

● #3: Share Books in Engaging Ways

● #4: Play With Sounds and Invite 
Children to Play With You

● #5: Bullet 5- Enhance 2-Way 
Communication With Gestures

● #7: Converse With Children, 
Responding to Their Cues and 
Letting Them Choose the Topics

● #8: Abundant Materials for 
Reading and Writing

● #10: Work with Families to 
Promote Home Language and 
Literacy Environments 



Intentional Read-Aloud With Discussion



Intentional Read-Aloud With Discussion
Library Connections: 
● Storytime design 

(before/during/after reading 
questions)

● Modeling interactive 
read‑aloud strategies for 
caregivers

● Repeated readings of 
favorite texts

● Text-Set Inventory 
It’s not about finishing the book–it’s about talking during the book.



Access to Print & Print-Rich Environments



Access to Print & Print-Rich Environments
Library Connections: 

● Book displays at child 
height

● Take‑home literacy kits
● Board book collections 

for infants and toddlers
● Environmental print 

walks in the library 
Children don’t need to read the words–just noticing print counts!



Oral Language & Vocabulary Development 



Oral Language & Vocabulary Development 

Library Connections: 

● Dialogic reading
● Songs, rhymes, 

fingerplays
● Multilingual storytimes
● Nonfiction read‑alouds

Every conversation in the library–at the desk, during storytime or with a caregiver–is a literacy moment. 



Connections to Families & Schools



Connections to Families & Schools

Library Connections: 
● Providing broad, curated collections 

beyond classroom limitations

● Offering access during evenings, 
weekends, and summers

● Ensuring choice, relevance, and 
representation for diverse readers

● Supporting purchasing of HQ books

● Supporting families with trusted, 
accessible resources

Libraries make “abundance” possible in ways classrooms alone cannot!
Libraries are not just a partner–they are THE partner named in the Essential Practics.  



Birth to Age 3: 
Family Resources to Share

Language & Literacy for 
Little and Loved Ones 
● Flipbook 
● 2-pager

Available in multiple languages!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LYB28W6wgH62is7FT3QqTCTCuyNCMspk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZzcpQmuh2_tlqcU-onkGTUYyY5TujXfq/view


Pre-K Family
Resources to Share

Language & Literacy for 
Pre-kindergartners and 
Their People
● Flipbook 
● 2-pager

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1weBf7aZiETpq-BaWtPxAFBzk8Bebtawe/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1luAAYXQu7vyEYSpJHCcuQ3Z-D0i4OU83/view


School Partnership
● Classroom Library 

Makeover Series-AMA
● Field Trips
● Guest Authors
● Library Card sign-ups at 

Parent Night



Pause & Reflect
● What might these identified practices look like in your 

library setting currently? 
● What might you consider starting in alignment with 

these identified practices? 



Summer Programming Reminder: MLC

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F9tC2Ht-i00


MLC Summer Reading 
● 8 weeks of learning with fun weekly themes for PreK through 6th grade
● Video lessons that reinforce what kids learn in school
● Familiar PBS Kids characters
● Activity book that aligns with lessons
● Live and on-demand virtual events



MLC Summer Reading 
The Michigan Learning Channel has created three 
Summer Fun Activity Books, one for each grade group. 
The book also aligns to the digital and broadcast content 
that will be available on the MLC during each week. 

But the activity book includes so much more!

Each week has a bingo card where students can:

● Track completion
● Try off-screen challenges
● Participate in physical activity



Activity Books & Extension Activities
There are many options for getting the activity books in the hands of your students and their families.

● Digital Copies:
○ Families can access all activities through the Michigan Learning summer program.

● Printed Copies:
○ For more assistance, complete Summer Activity Book Interest Form to find where printed 

materials might be available in your area.
○ Consult administrators at your school about possible options to offer print copies for families 

that might need them.

● Additional Resources:
○ Consider providing families Letter Cards for Read, Write, ROAR activities that match the cards 

used on the show.
○ Share MLC Book Titles for Read, Write, ROAR.  These titles are also available digitally 

through MeL.org.

https://www.michiganlearning.org/Summer
https://airtable.com/appqT0zAS5cbY4Vwg/shr8HXy2VQIbJ5mh1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j5aNMc39wKFKHO4zo3GwH3sJk5QE6RPR/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aU_YWmZtfwIPbIH2W-etBCSetf2Qbzee/view?usp=sharing
https://mel.org/welcome


Considerations for Accessibility
There are also multiple ways families can access the digital 
content. Be sure to emphasize these options with your 
families, especially if you’d like them to watch!

● Watch on-demand: All summer video lessons will be 
available and can be viewed on any device. Visit 
Michigan Learning to find the digital content aligned with 
each week.

● Watch live on TV: For families without internet access, 
the channel is available statewide on antenna TV or on 
Charter Cable in some locations.

○ IMPORTANT NOTE: The dates of the weekly 
program are important for any student accessing 
content through their TV. This is when the show 
will be aired on their local station.

○ Families can visit Michigan Learning-Summer 
Schedule to know where and when they can find 
the digital content in their area.

https://www.michiganlearning.org/Summer
https://www.michiganlearning.org/Schedule
https://www.michiganlearning.org/Schedule


Make it Manageable 
Summer can be just as busy for families as the school 
year. Help narrow the focus within the activity guides.

● Let Families Pick: Share only the Bingo Cards for 
each week and let families determine which 
activities they’d like to complete as their time 
permits.

○ Prek- K Bingo Cards
○ Grades 1-3 Bingo Cards 
○ Grades 4-6 Bingo Cards

● Provide families Letter Cards that match the ones 
used on Read, Write, ROAR.

● Share MLC Book Titles for Read, Write, ROAR.  
These titles are also available digitally through 
MeL.org.

https://www.michiganlearning.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/2024-Early-Learners-Bingo-Sheets.pdf
https://www.michiganlearning.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/2024-Lower-Elem-Bingo-Sheets.pdf
https://www.michiganlearning.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/2024-Upper-Elem-Bingo-Sheets.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j5aNMc39wKFKHO4zo3GwH3sJk5QE6RPR/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aU_YWmZtfwIPbIH2W-etBCSetf2Qbzee/view?usp=sharing
https://mel.org/welcome


Questions? 


