THE SUNDAY
OAKLAND

PRESS

ﬂ Web bonus » Latest news updates at thecaxiandpress.com

FAST %

Sign up for browser
Click “Allow” when prompted,

Your local news
notifications when
and news important to you will

MUSIC TIGERS arrive via your browser.

Godsmack releases Rogers, Baddoo

final album, but help power Detroit

plans to continue past Tampa Bay T-STORMS

Arts » D1 Sports » Bl High: 72 Low: 63
» PAGE A3

Sunday, August 6, 2023

$3.75 FACEBOOK.COM/THEOAKLANDPRESS TWITTER.COM/THEOAKLANDPRESS

theoaklandpress.com

STATE

Michigan
Library
Association’s
new campaign
encourages

residents to
fight book bans

By Gina Joseph
gjoseph@medianewsgroup.com

Book banning and censorship
efforts have been going on for
2,000 years.

A timeline of book bannings
and censorship by Freedom to
Read shows that books have been
under fire for centuries. A Chinese
emperor is said to have Kkilled
hundreds of Confucian scholars
and burned all of the books in his
kingdom during his reign in 212
BC, so history would begin with
him.

The Bible and works of Shake-
speare, even Beatrix Potter and
Mickey Mouse have come under
fire.

England banned Potter’s collec-
tion of children’s classics because
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OAKLAND COUNTY

Slate expands
age range

for Michigan
Reconnect

Path to free degree now
open to more residents

By Matthew Fahr
mfahr@medianewsgroup.com

The state is expanding age lim-
itations for one of their most pop-
ular education initiatives that will
open the door to thousands to go
back to college and get a degree.

The new state education bud-
get expands the Michigan Re-
connect scholarship program to
residents 21 and older. When the
program was initiated in 2021, ap-
plicants were required to be 25
and older.

Michigan Reconnect provides
free in-district tuition and man-
datory fees for people without
postsecondary degrees or certi-
fications to attend an in-district
community college or tribal col-
lege tuition-free, or cover the in-
district rate for students attend-
ing a school outside of their resi-
dent district.

The expansion is a temporary
one, for now, with an additional
$70 million earmarked for the Re-
connect program, but the funds
are a one-time allocation.
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Growing acceplance
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Tucker Jasso, CEO and founder of For The Love of Charlie, a licensed medical marijuana processing facility, talks to residents Wednesday
at Baldwin House Senior Living in Clinton Township about her experience with cannabis products.

More older adults using cannabis for aches, pains

By Gina Joseph and Anne Runkle
MediaNews Group

A growing number of older people in
Michigan are seeing the benefits of canna-
bis use to address the aches and pains that
come with age.

“We have a ton of seniors who come in
here,” said Jerry Millen, owner of the Green-
house of Walled Lake, a cannabis retailer.

“We cater to them,” he said, adding that
he employs older adults as bud tenders, or
sales consultants, who help educate senior
customers about the benefits of cannabis
use and how to use the products effectively.

In addition to helping with pain manage-
ment, many seniors find cannabis products
help with insomnia, he said.

Cannabis and marijuana are general
terms used to describe a group of plants
known for their relaxing and calming ef-
fects. They can be smoked or consumed as
gummies or other edibles. Two of the most
well-known components of cannabis are
cannabidiol (CBD) and tetrahydrocannab-
inol (THC).

Experts say CBD won’t make you feel
high and is often used for pain relief and
may reduce inflammation. It’s also credited
with relieving nausea and has other med-
ical benefits.

THC has many of the same medical ben-
efits as CBD and is responsible for the high
associated with cannabis.

At a recent presentation at Baldwin
House Senior Living in Clinton Township,
Shirley McKernan was among a number of
seniors eager to hear what Tucker Jasso had
to say about the benefits of cannabis. Jasso
is the founder of For the Love of Charlie, a
licensed medical marijuana processing fa-
cility.

Sharon Decker, who has arthritis in her wrist,
was among the residents at Baldwin House
interested in learning more about holistic
medicine.

“I’'m 88 years old,” McKer-
nan told the crowd attending
the presentation Wednesday
afternoon. “I can walk down
the stairs and I don’t get out
of breath, but I get up every
morning in pain.

“I just want to get rid of
the pain,” said a teary-eyed
McKernan, who was joined
by at least a dozen other seniors with sim-
ilar problems.

“Cannabis has become mainstream, and
many of our residents have been asking how
they can secure products in a convenient
and safe environment,” said Robert Gillette,
president and founder of Baldwin House,
which scheduled presentations for their res-
idents in both Macomb and Oakland coun-
ties, including in Clinton Township, Pontiac
and Hazel Park.

“Cannabis also offers an excellent alter-

native to opioids and other prescription
drugs,” he said.

Sharon Decker has arthritis in her wrist.

John Mucaria served in the U.S. Army
and has problems with his knees.

Another veteran has a friend suffering
from migraines.

All of the residents at the presentation
wanted to know more about Jasso’s experi-
ence with cannabis and her company’s mis-
sion to improve the quality of life for ma-
ture adults, veterans and people with dis-
abilities.

“T know a lot of people have preconceived
notions about medical marijuana,” Jasso
said. “I was one of those people until a few
years ago.”

As she explained to the group, her first
experience with cannabis occurred when
a neighbor named Charlie was diagnosed
with pancreatic cancer and given about a
year to live.

“It’s a pretty hard cancer to go through,
not only for the person who has it but the
family, too,” Jasso said, noting that Charlie
and his wife were retired teachers who were
once active and fit, so it was not uncommon
for neighbors to see the two of them walk-
ing up and down the road or working some-
where on their 10 acres.

That is, until Charlie got sick.

As the months passed, Charlie’s condi-
tion worsened. He was not eating and he
reached a point where he didn’t want to
take the pain medication in order to have
a clear mind during his final days.

It was then that Jasso asked his wife if
Charlie had ever tried medical marijuana
and after discussing it further, Jasso offered
to find out more about it. A few calls later,
Jasso connected with a caregiver licensed
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“Cannabis has become mainstream, and many of our residents have been
asking how they can secure products in a convenient and safe environment.”

— Robert Gillette, president and founder of Baldwin House Senior Living
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CADILLAC
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LOCATION
21711 Michigan Ave.
Dearborn, M| 48124

SALES
866-563-5000
Mon & Thurs = SAM-8PM
Tues, Wed & Fri = 9AM-6PM

SERVICE
877-454-9837
Mon - Fri = 7AM-6PM

lesstanfordcadillac.com

All leases are with 10,000 miles per year. Payments are plus tax, title, license, and doc fees.
Must qualify for Tier A or A+ credit through GM Financial. Pricing includes all factory rebates
which are paid to the dealer. Security deposit waive with A/A+ credit. Must be eligible for GM
Employee discount and Cadillac to Cadillac Lease Loyalty. To qualify you must have current
2018 or newer Cadillac lease in the household. Not available with some other offers. Offers
end 8/31/2023 or while supplies last. Pictures may not represent actual vehicle. See dealer
for complete details.

2023 XT4 PREMIUM LUXURY AWD

$3 97* PER MONTH 3 6 MONTHS/
LEASE 10k PER YR

$ DOWN PLUS TAX
2 y 9 9 9 AND STATE FEES

MSRP $45,735. Stock# C32698 10,000 miles per year.
With GM employee discount with Cadillac to Cadillac Lease
Loyalty, plus tax, tags & 1st month’s payment.

2023 XT6 LUXURY AWD
$569" Ii™ D4 v
$3,000 Mt

MSRP $59,425. Stock# C32699 10,000 miles per year.

With GM Employee discount with Cadillac to Cadillac Lease
Loyalty, plus tax, tags & 1st month’s payment.
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the stories of Peter Rab-
bit and Benjamin Bunny
only portrayed middle-
class rabbits. While Ger-
many banned the mouseke-
teer’s comic books because
Mickey was said to be an
anti-Red Rebel.

While books have been
under fire for centuries,
the heat has become un-
bearable for libraries and
librarians.

So, they’re fighting back.

This past week the Mich-
igan Library Association
(MLA) launched its MI
Right to Read campaign
encouraging residents to
protect their First Amend-
ment right to read what-
ever they choose — by op-
posing censorship and
book banning.

“The majority of Michi-
ganders support the work
our public libraries do and
want to see various per-
spectives portrayed in the
content available at their
local libraries,” said Deb-
bie Mikula, executive di-
rector of the Michigan Li-
brary Association. “Mich-
igan’s public libraries are
centers for community, and
we want to ensure that li-
brarians across Michigan
can do their jobs and serve
the needs of all individu-
als.”

Michigan’s Lt. Gov. Gar-
lin Gilchrist IT concurred.

“Every family in Michi-
gan has a different back-
ground, and our youth de-
serve to see themselves
reflected in books avail-
able at their local pub-
lic library,” said Gilchrist.
“Reading unlocks creativ-
ity, courage and imagina-
tion. Having diverse con-
tent available at our pub-
lic libraries is crucial in
making Michigan a better
place for our kids to learn
and grow.”

Public libraries are be-
ing targeted at an alarm-
ing rate by individuals and
extremist groups to remove
books that discuss topics
such as racism, sexuality,
gender, and history — cen-

soring different perspec-
tives.

“I think it’s great to get
the word out to communi-
ties,” said Jamie Morris,
head of communications
and strategy for Clinton-
Macomb public library.
“They need to know these
things are going on in so-
ciety.”

One would think book
banning and censorship
was a thing of the past
but it’s actually a growing
movement.

“From July to Decem-
ber 2022, PEN America
found 1,477 cases of books
being removed, up from
1,149 during the previous
six months. Since the or-
ganization began tracking
bans in July 2021, it has
counted more than 4,000
instances of book removals
using news reports, public
records requests and pub-
licly available data,” ac-
cording to an article by the
New York Times.

In Michigan, Ottawa
County’s Jamestown
Township, residents voted
down a library millage in
the last midterm election,
forcing the closure of the
only local library after staff
refused to remove LGBTQ
books from its collection.

“We read those stories
and feel so bad for the peo-
ple involved,” Morris said,
noting that librarians are
leaving their profession be-
cause of what’s going on
and eventually that’s go-
ing to impact communities
that rely on their knowl-
edge and training.

Librarians are required
to have a master’s degree
in information science
in order to be able to de-
velop a collection that is
well rounded and reso-
nates with the commu-
nity. If a reader wishes to
challenge a book in the col-
lection, that is their right.
What follows the challenge
is a procedure practiced by
most libraries.

“We do get book chal-
lenges,” Morris said, and
that’s perfectly fine.

Many of the challenges
are motivated by a desire
to protect children from
inappropriate sexual con-

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROCHESTER HILLS PUBLIC LIBRARY
Rochester Hills Public Library Director Juliane Morian,

stands in front of a display of new releases at the library,
which in its 100-year history has never banned a book from

its collection.
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Jamie Morris, head of communications and strategy for
Clinton-Macomb public library, holds a few of the books that
are on the banned book list including the Harry Potter series.

tent or offensive language
or because the reader felt
the material was unsuited
for a specific age group.

When a challenge is
made, the library reviews
the book to determine its
merit. It can take weeks as
it involves a professional,
in-depth analysis of the
work. In the end it is up
to the library director to
make the informed deci-
sion to remove, relocate
or retain a title based on
the facts reviewed by the
library staff.

“No book has ever been
removed,” Morris said,
but she does recall a time
when a book was moved to
a different section of the li-
brary.

The same is true of
Rochester Hills Public Li-
brary. In its 100-year his-
tory, no book has ever been
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banned.

“As a staff we focus less
on banning and more on
the right to read and build-
ing broad collections of
popular interest at Roch-
ester Hills Public Library,”
said Juliane Morian, its di-
rector.

Minutes from public
meetings show patrons ap-
preciate the stance:

A resident who is a mem-
ber of the LGBTQ commu-
nity said that from a young
age, she knew her identity
and was born this way, not
just experimenting with a
lifestyle. She said she ap-
preciates the library in-
cluding people like her and
representing her in collec-
tions and programs.

Another resident com-
mented that change is
hard, and it is hard to
counter a belief that has

been taught to you for
many years, but that recog-
nizing LGBTQ individuals
is long overdue. She said
that no one of the LGBTQ
community is recruiting
anyone to a lifestyle and
instead you are born into
that identity. She said she
appreciates the library’s
efforts to help youth fig-
ure out what they are go-
ing through with trusted
material and profession-
ally curated information
resources.

A teacher in the commu-
nity expressed high praise
for the library being a good
resource for students, es-
pecially in the summer
months. She commented
that some of the elemen-
tary students she teaches
have revealed they are part
of the LGBTQ community
even at a very young age.
She said not all family
members support LGBTQ
youth in their family units
and having library re-
sources that reflect the en-
tire community is pivotal
to the health and well-be-
ing of all adolescents.

They’re not alone.

In a statewide poll com-
missioned by MLA, 75% of
respondents said we need
to protect access to books,
especially for young peo-
ple learning about differ-
ent perspectives, and 83%
of all respondents would
support state legislation
that would protect the
right of the public to read
what they wish to read in
local public libraries and
not have books banned.

One state has already
approved such legislation.

Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker
signed a bill in June that
makes his state the first to
outlaw book bans, accord-
ing to a story by the Asso-
ciated Press. Any public li-
brary that restricts or bans
materials because of “par-
tisan or doctrinal” disap-
proval will be ineligible
for state funding as of Jan.
1, 2024 when the new law
goes into effect.

Morris said despite what
some people think, public
libraries have no agenda
other than to serve the gen-
eral public’s information

needs, and provide them
with access to the books
they want to read.

“If you don’t like a book,
don’t read it,” she said.
“There’s no shame in quit-
ting a book.”

And if you do like a book,
take a stand on its behalf.

The MI Right to Read
campaign is urging Michi-
gan parents to join the co-
alition of more than 1,500
members and speak out
against book banning and
censorship efforts happen-
ing throughout the state.
The MI Right to Read web-
site also has tips and re-
sources for families look-
ing to explore their local
public library.

“We need help from
parents and all commu-
nity members when they
see these types of efforts
to limit or censor con-
tent at our public librar-
ies,” said Morian. “Parents
should know that librari-
ans want to partner with
them during their family
visits to the library to help
guide children to age-ap-
propriate content. We can
also share resources they
might not know exist at
the library, like e-books,
audiobooks, STEM Kkits and
more.”

Readers can make a dif-
ference.

Walt Whitman’s “Leaves
of Grass” was threatened
with banning by Boston’s
district attorney unless
some of its questionable
content was removed. The
public’s uproar over the
threat, however, not only
stopped the ban in 1884
but the sale of his books
increased so much that
Whitman was able to buy
a house with the proceeds.

“Maintaining and
strengthening trust in the
public library is arguably
my most important job,”
said Morian. “I believe
your faith in this institu-
tion will crack the minute
I allow books to be cen-
sored.”

For more information
about the campaign visit
MIRightToRead.com/par-
ents or the Michigan Li-
brary Association website
at milibraries.org.

REDEDICATED To ALL THE HEROES WHO’VE
PRESERVED OUR AMERICAN FREEDOMS.

White Chapel invites you to come

help honor our Nation’s Heroes,
lest they be forgotten!

First dedicated in honor of

WWII Vets and Gold Star Mothers,
the Four Freedoms Memorial
NOW stands as a beacon to ALL
those who've served to protect our
American Freedoms.

Please come honor them!
Sunday, August 13, at Noon.

White /Chapel

MEMORIAL PARK CEMETERY

Where Memory Lives In Beauty.

WhiteChapelCemetery.com
621 Long Lake Rd. Troy, MI 48098

(248) 362-7670



