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I’m Cathrine Trautman. 

I’m a Youth Services Librarian at
Northville District Library with dyslexia. I
received my diagnosis at 21 years old,
but before that diagnosis had taught
myself my own coping mechanisms to
get through higher education.  



George Kerscher coined the term "print disabled" (circa 1988-
1989) to describe persons who could not access print.

print disabled, noun; print-disabled, adjective

“A person who cannot effectively read print because of a
visual, physical, perceptual, developmental, cognitive, or
learning disability.”

WHAT IS A PRINT DISABILITY?
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Dyslexia is a learning
disability that makes reading
and language-related tasks

harder.
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WHAT IS DYSLEXIA?
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Dyslexia falls under the umbrella of
“specific learning disorder” with three
main subtypes:

Reading (dyslexia)
Writing (dysgraphia)
Math (dyscalculia)

Typically diagnosed in
childhood and is a
lifelong condition. This is
known as “developmental
dyslexia.”

WHAT IS DYSLEXIA?
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Approximately 20% of the population has some form of
Dyslexia
Five different types of dyslexia
Three levels of severity 
60% show common co-existing conditions
There are 15 areas where symptoms can be recognized
Most individuals show at least 10 symptoms
Only about 1 in 4 children with dyslexia are identified
Twice as common in boys than girls

QUICK NUMBERS
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COMMON MYTHS
Myth 1
Seeing letters backwards or
upside down

Myth 2
A problem with vision

Myth 3

Something that you outgrow
Myth 4

Laziness, lack of motivation, lack
of intelligence



Have been available for approximately 20 years
More prevalent in the United Kingdom and
Australia
Growing availability in the United States

DYSLEXIC-FRIENDLY PRINT
MATERIAL BACKGROUND
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DYSLEXIC-FRIENDLY CHARACTERISTICS
Font                     

Sans Serif Font
Arial, Verdana, Comic Sans

Specialized Font
Dyslexie, OpenDyslexic, Lexie Readable

Font size - 12-14 pt or larger
Larger inner letter spacing
Larger word spacing
Larger line spacing
Use Bold for emphasis
Slight slanting

Format                
Single color backgrounds
Dark color text on light, not
white, background
Wider margins
Matte paper
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EXAMPLES
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DYSLEXIE



14OPENDYSLEXIC
COMPARISON



VENDORS
Each option has pros and cons. 
Things to consider: 

Access
Information
Cost 
Shipping
Return policy

Ordering
Baker and Taylor
Ingram

Shopping
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Amazon
dyslexicbooks.com
eBay
AbeBooks
Thriftbooks



SEARCH TERMS
Dyslexic-Friendly

Dyslexia-Friendly

Dyslexic-Inclusive

Dyslexia-Inclusive

Dyslexia Font

Dyslexie Font Dyslexie

OpenDyslexic

Dyslexic books
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OpenDyslexic Font



OUR COLLECTION
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Juvenile

Adult

Picture Books
Early Reader
Chapter Books
Nonfiction

Classic Fiction



OUR COLLECTION
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Dyslexic-Friendly materials are given an inhouse
designed sticker to differentiate them from the
regular collections.

We chose to put these items into their own
collections, but items could be interfiled if desired.

Adult is located after the Large Print collection. 

Juvenile is located on its own shelving near the
Juvenile Graphic Novel collection. 
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MORE TOOLS

Color overlays
Window bookmarks
Word tracking reading guides

Digital reader pens

Chrome Extensions: 
OpenDyslexic
Dyslexia Friendly
Google Lexend
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THINGS YOU CAN OFFER NOW

Graphic Novels

eBooks

Audiobooks



REFERENCES AND
RESOURCES
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Common Co-Existing Conditions with Dyslexia

The Definition of “Print Disabled”
Dyslexia Statistics- Facts and Figures

Cleveland Clinic: Dyslexia

What Are the Different Types of Dyslexia? (Plus How To Identify the Signs)
Test for Dyslexia: 37 Common Traits
How dyslexia-friendly fonts are rewriting the book

Creating a dyslexia friendly workplace

Best Fonts for Dyslexia and Why They Work
The Best Fonts for Dyslexia (Guidelines for Website Owners)

DYSLEXIE FONT DESIGN BASICS

https://www.fcps.edu/academics/academic-overview/special-education-instruction/high-incidence-disabilities-team-k-12-16#:~:text=Some%20students%20with%20dyslexia%20also,in%20the%20text%20that%20follows.
https://web.archive.org/web/20131024195135/http:/readingrights.org/definition-print-disabled
https://www.sedonasky.org/blog/dyslexia-statistics--facts-and-figures
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/6005-dyslexia
https://www.weareteachers.com/types-of-dyslexia/
https://www.dyslexia.com/about-dyslexia/signs-of-dyslexia/test-for-dyslexia-37-signs/
https://www.creativereview.co.uk/dyslexia-friendly-fonts-lexend/
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/advice/employers/creating-a-dyslexia-friendly-workplace/dyslexia-friendly-style-guide#:~:text=Font%20size%20should%20be%2012,excessive%20it%20can%20reduce%20readability.
https://www.weareteachers.com/best-fonts-for-dyslexia/
https://www.accessibilitychecker.org/blog/best-fonts-for-dyslexia/
https://dyslexiefont.com/en/typeface/


THANK YOU
Cathrine Trautman

ctrautman@northvillelibrary.org


