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Who we are…

We are a collaborative working group of UM 
librarians and Library student staff, working 
with the student group Mixed@Michigan, and 
other campus stakeholders collaborating 
across campus to support mixed-race students, 
staff and faculty.

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/power-collaborative-organizations-now-more-important-than-rapping/







Definitions…
Mixed race

Our own working definition:
Anyone who identifies with more than one race (whether from mixed 
parentage, ancestry, or adoption)

Similar terms: Multiracial, biracial, transnational adoptee, etc.

Monoracism
Where mixed race identity, background, and experiences are challenged or 
denied (Harris, et al., 2021; Jackson, et al., 2021).



Why is this Important?

Mixed race populations are growing in our 
nation, and within our schools, 
communities, and campuses. National and 
local statistics provide us in libraries with a 
wake-up call that our user communities 
have been and will continue to be shifting 
in profound ways, and that we need to be 
well-positioned to meet the needs of mixed 
race kids, young adults, adults, students, 
teachers, and researchers.



https://www.census.gov/library/stories/state-by-state/michigan-
population-change-between-census-decade.html



Belonging is everything. It is paramount to our 
happiness as human beings; it places us in a 
story, a history, and colors our lives with 
purpose and meaning. 

-- Georgina Lawton (Raceless, 2021, p. 15)



● Many mixed race people experience racism AND 
monoracism (Jackson et al., 2021; Johnston-Guerrero, Tran, 
Combs,2020)

● Mixed race people often experience isolation when 
trying to negotiate identity and experiences (Harris & 
BrckaLorenz, 2017; Kamimura, 2010)

● Many mixed race people become expert 
code-switchers depending on their environmental 
context and their background. This is a strength, but 
can also be exhausting and lead to monoracist 
encounters (Harris, 2020; Kamimura, 2010).



Quotes from U-M Mixed Race Students

“I would love for more people to be aware of the mixed-race 
community and how alienating it can be, we often are overlooked 
and dismissed in discussions of race.”

“The university is a mono-racial institution that needs to address 
the issues that affect us. I have attended classes and they are all 
mono-racially directed.”

“There is not much representation and it is hard to find a place or 
programs that include us.”



Kamala Harris

Vice President Kamala Harris has 
long resisted attempts by others 
to categorize her identity. “I am 
who I am,” she once said. “I’m 
good with it. You might need to 
figure it out, but I’m fine with it.” 
Erin Schaff/The New York Times 

https://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/common/image/HarrisKamala.htm

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kamala_Harris


Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson

After a twitter debate regarding how 
he identifies, Johnson tweeted, 
“Glad I came across this and I’ll 
give you guys some context [and] 
truth. I identify as exactly what I am 
- both. Black and Samoan”  



Our Work in this Area



Exhibits & Programs



Collections



Activity: Look at your library’s catalog

Using your phone, tablet or 
laptop, search for mixed race 
related materials and see what 
you find, then pair up with another 
participant and talk about what 
you found and how you went 
about finding it.

https://www.slj.com/story/12-books-for-young-readers-that-center-mixed-race-protagonists-aapi-month-biracial%C2%A0



Programs: Film Series

https://www.lib.umich.edu/about-us/n
ews/exploring-mixed-race-and-interra
cial-family-experiences

● Discussion starter 
questions

● Short films to leave time 
for discussion

https://www.lib.umich.edu/about-us/news/exploring-mixed-race-and-interracial-family-experiences
https://www.lib.umich.edu/about-us/news/exploring-mixed-race-and-interracial-family-experiences
https://www.lib.umich.edu/about-us/news/exploring-mixed-race-and-interracial-family-experiences


Examples of this Work from 
other Libraries

Discussion:
Has your library done anything around these issues?



Research Guides
● Fullerton College: Unpacking Race and Racism | A Resource Guide: 

Biracial/Multiracial People

● CalPolyPomona: Multiracial Research Guide

● Austin Community College: Cultural Fluency: Multiracial / Two or More Races

● Oregon State University: Multiracial Identity Resources

Loving Day Celebrations
● Loving Month Resources (University of Wisconsin)

● LovingDay.org

https://fullcoll.libguides.com/c.php?g=1047548&p=8182542
https://fullcoll.libguides.com/c.php?g=1047548&p=8182542
https://libguides.library.cpp.edu/c.php?g=1310959&p=9635395
https://researchguides.austincc.edu/CulturalFluency/interracial
https://guides.library.oregonstate.edu/c.php?g=471716&p=3226449
https://libguides.uwlax.edu/c.php?g=1308969&p=9620508
http://lovingday.org


Examples of Programs: Ann Arbor District Library



How to Replicate this Work in Ways that 
Make Sense for Your Community 

● Developing your community’s profile

● Needs assessment (that doesn’t break 
the bank or monopolize all your time)

● Find community collaborators

● Use/re-use existing resources! No need 
to reinvent the wheel!

https://medium.com/@AzilenTech/8-reasons-why-you-should-not-reinvent-the-wheel-e36fcca3cfcc



Resources
● Interracial Resource Guide
● Materials for Your Own Exhibits
● Ideas for Programs
● Ideas for Your Collections (children)

○ https://www.slj.com/story/12-books-for-young-readers-that-ce
nter-mixed-race-protagonists-aapi-month-biracial%C2%A0

○ https://diversebookfinder.org/books/collections/multiracial-fam
ilies/

https://guides.lib.umich.edu/interracial?utm_source=library-search
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kg9vRQ63m-tYw4qY73APw6xK1Mkpy3ui?usp=sharing
https://www.lib.umich.edu/about-us/news/exploring-mixed-race-and-interracial-family-experiences
https://www.slj.com/story/12-books-for-young-readers-that-center-mixed-race-protagonists-aapi-month-biracial%C2%A0
https://www.slj.com/story/12-books-for-young-readers-that-center-mixed-race-protagonists-aapi-month-biracial%C2%A0
https://diversebookfinder.org/books/collections/multiracial-families/
https://diversebookfinder.org/books/collections/multiracial-families/


Resources
● Ideas for Your Collections (Young Adults)

○ https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/89755.Mixed_Race_M
G_YA

○ https://www.epicreads.com/blog/multiracial-protagonists/
● Ideas for Your Collections (Adults)

○ https://www.barnesandnoble.com/b/books/ethnic-minority-stu
dies/racially-mixed-biracial-people/_/N-29Z8q8Z18qz

○ https://shereads.com/influential-books-biracial-authors/
○ https://mixedracestudies.org/wp/?cat=15

https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/89755.Mixed_Race_MG_YA
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/89755.Mixed_Race_MG_YA
https://www.epicreads.com/blog/multiracial-protagonists/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/b/books/ethnic-minority-studies/racially-mixed-biracial-people/_/N-29Z8q8Z18qz
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/b/books/ethnic-minority-studies/racially-mixed-biracial-people/_/N-29Z8q8Z18qz
https://shereads.com/influential-books-biracial-authors/
https://mixedracestudies.org/wp/?cat=15


Questions? 
Comments? 
Discussion…

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Discussion.png


